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Sarah Winnemucca

The traditions of our people are handed down from father to son. The Chief is considered to be
the most learned, and the leader of the tribe. The Doctor, however, is thought to have more
inspiration. He is supposed to be in communion with spirits... He cures the sick by the laying of
hands, and payers and incantations and heavenly songs. He infuses new life into the patient,
and performs most wonderful feats of skill in his practice.... He clothes himself in the skins of
young innocent animals, such as the fawn, and decorated himself with the plumage of harmless
birds, such as the dove and hummingbird ...
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